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Federal Communications Minister Malcolm Turnbull visits Mango Hill
to announce NBN “is a step closer”
On 12th March, Federal Minister Malcolm Turnbull visited
the new “greenfield” site of Capestone (Mango Hill) to
promote the roll out of the NBN and listen to views of
residents from around the Federal electorate of Petrie.
Mango Hill Village residents Mitch Mayes and Laurence
Christie attended to represent the views of Mango Hill
residents, many of whom do not have landline ADSL or
have very low speeds. Our mission: to seek a timetable for
households in existing (brownfield) areas to get the NBN.
In a press release from the Office of Federal Member, Luke
Howarth, Minister Turnbull stated:
“Homes and businesses in Mango Hill and North Lakes are
a step closer to getting the National Broadband Network,
Laurence Christie with Luke Howarth (left) and
with build to commence on the network by June 2016. This
Federal Communications’ Minister, Malcolm Turnbull
is the certainty local households and businesses have been
who accepted copies of the Mango Hill News re NBN
waiting for,” Mr Howarth said. “I am pleased that after
months of discussion and phone calls to Communications Minister Malcolm Turnbull, I can say for sure that superfast broadband
is a step closer for locals. NBN Co’s national rollout plan to June 2016 includes 1,530 households in Mango Hill and North
Lakes.”
In an email to Malcolm Turnbull’s Office, the Progress Association has sought clarification on where those 1530 households are
situated and has requested we be kept updated on more definite details of the roll out of the NBN. Our Federal Member is well
aware that it remains one of the highest priority issues for this Association and our community, for both social and business needs.

KC’s Fireworks
8.30 pm

Progress Association
2015 Committee Members
At the AGM held on 18th February, the following Volunteers were elected to take
our Association forward for 2015. Thank you to Chris Whiting for officiating and accepting the Role as Patron.

Ken Hatchman
Vice President

John Machin
Vice President

Mark Kelly
Secretary

Lyn Kubler
Treasurer

Paul Teasdale
Committee Member

Christine Emmett
Committee Member

Dave Norman
Committee Member

Janice Owen
Committee Member

I welcome each of these good people back to the Management Committee of the Association for 2015 and thank them
for having accepted a formal Committee role in accordance with the requirement to meet Incorporations Law
protocols for good governance. I also acknowledge and thank the many other volunteers who are integral to the
success of this Association. Together with the Committee above, they form a fantastic team that helps make your
Progress Association so relevant to not only Mango Hill, but also the wider region where we have been acknowledged
for our work in the community over many years. There remains much to do and I have every confidence that together
we can continue to be relevant and effective.
Laurence Christie (President)

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD TO LLYN AND GEOFF
Progress Association Foundation Members Go Bush!
Members at the February AGM, presented Geoff and Llyn Thompson with a
Community Service Award for 29 years of community service in the Mango Hill
Village and where they have brought up two young Ladies who are a credit to
them, their community and themselves.
The Mango Hill Progress Association extends its appreciation and best wishes
to Llyn & Geoff who recently left their Ruby St home in the Village after 29
years. Geoff & Llyn are foundation members of the Progress Association and
over the decades have been quiet achievers in supporting the many activities
of the Association, including Clean Up Australia and transporting Santa to
many and varied communities. In those early days Santa could ride in the back
of the Ute with the kids. As they retire to the bush somewhere west of
Caboolture, we wish them well but welcome them back at any time.
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MORETON BAY RAIL UPDATE – TRACKWORK COMMENCED
Residents who attended the February
meeting or the Progress Association were
provided with a very informative update of
both the overall Rail Project and
particularly the Koala Conservation
program for which the Moreton Bay Rail
Link Project is receiving well deserved
credit from the environmental community.
Mango Hill Station aerial photo Feb 2015

At the meeting, Koala Project Manager, Karen Mooney gave an amazing
presentation on the many challenges facing the Koala along the line as well
as the process of recording the separate “colonies” of the koala population
numbers from Kippa-Ring to Petrie. (Sadly only 15 could be found in the
general Mango Hill community.)

Karen indicated that whilst a significant number of Koalas have fallen to
wild dogs in the past two years, big steps have been taken to reduce that problem. In addition many Koalas are now
being saved through a break-through in medical treatment for chlamydia and there is a growing healthy population
in both Kippa-Ring and Petrie areas. Karen and her team appear to have gone to amazing efforts to ensure that our
furry friends have the best chance of survival.

Temporary Closure of Mango
Hill Blvd
(above Bonnet Pde)

Progress on the Moreton Bay Rail Link
continues with apparent break neck speed.
Mango Hill Boulevard East above Bonnet
Parade will be temporarily closed from Wed
March 18 until late April. This closure is
required to construct the new road surface
from Mango Hill Boulevard East on to the new bridge over the rail line. Intermittent early morning concrete pours at
Mango Hill and Mango Hill East stations will continue until late this month during construction of the station
platforms. Concrete trucks arrive on site between 4:00am and 6:30am. Pedestrian overpasses have been installed
at Mango Hill and Mango Hill East stations. Roofing over the rail platforms has also been provided. Permanent rail
corridor fencing is now being installed in the Mango Hill station precinct, work is now well advanced on the
Capestone Boulevard bridge over the rail corridor and the Saltwater Creek rail bridge is all but completed.
Installation of rail infrastructure (ballast, sleepers, steel rail, overhead gantries and wires) has commenced between
Petrie and the Bruce Highway.
Following questions raised at the Progress meeting, Cindy Thomas (Senior
Communications Advisor to Moreton Bay Rail Project) advised that: “In regards to the lock
up bike facilities, the project will be installing approximately 20 bike parking rails, each
parking rail accommodates the securing of two bikes. The bike parking rails will be located
in different areas of each station precinct. Petrie Station will have 10 parking rails
installed accommodating 20 bikes.”
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MANGO HILL MARKETPLACE OFFICIAL OPENING – 14 TH MARCH
It’s

been more than three months since Coffee
Club, Hogs Breath Café and Coles first opened
their doors to customers at the new Mango Hill
Market Place on the corner of Halpine Drive and
Anzac Avenue. Since then, new businesses have

Big Brother is watching you!
(in this case the Mango Hill News!

been slowly moving into the precinct. There are now
14 businesses operating from the ground floor
tenancies with only 4 sites left.
The official opening of the Mango Hill Market Place
was held last Saturday March 14 and it appeared to be
a resounding success. By 11am there was barely a
spare parking place available. Even the lower level park
under Coles, which rarely gets above half capacity, was
full.
There was a jumping castle, face painting, displays,
free raffles, hot food, live entertainment, reptiles and
more.

A particular favourite for the kids (and many adults)
was the animal display by Geckoes Wildlife.
Children of all ages crowded around the tables to get a
closer look. A Bearded Dragon, Blue Tongue Lizard,
Frilled Neck Lizard and a Shingleback Lizard patiently
allowed the kids to touch and stroke their scaly skins.
Snakes, turtles, birds, a wombat and even a crocodile
were also on hand.
(below) Ten year old Briana Kelly of Jabiru Drive in
Mango Hill is crazy about reptiles, particularly lizards.
She couldn’t believe she was allowed to touch them
and was all smiles with this Bearded Dragon.
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MANGO HILL MARKET PLACE EXIT UPDATE
In the January issue of the Mango Hill News the issue of “signage and exiting”
the new Mango Hill Market Place was raised with the Directors of the new
shopping centre. The main issues were a lack of signage and vehicles finding
it “difficult to leave the centre without undertaking somewhat illegal turns.
This being is a traffic flow/control issue, it is necessary for the owners of the
Centre to work through the issues with Moreton Bay Regional Council. The
Association is pleased to advise that it has received the following response
from Darren McMullen who is a Director of the Company.
From: Darren McMullen (Jackaroo Property Pty Ltd)
Sent: Monday, 16 March 2015 10:12 AM
To: Laurence Christie - Mango Hill Progress Association
Subject: RE: MANGO HILL MARKETPLACE – Traffic Issues
Laurence, Thank you for your email and support.
The opening of the Mango Hill Market Place (on Saturday) was a great
success with large numbers being attracted to the Centre. It was very much a
family day. We think we will make it an annual event if we get positive
feedback from our Tenants.

Above sign could be improved to indicate
Freshwater Creek Road to the right and
Anzac Ave to the left.

Officers of Moreton Bay Regional Council have attended the site and made
some suggestions around repositioning of some signage which we are in the
process of coordinating over the coming weeks. On the broader issue which you raise, (the no right turn on exit) Council has
acknowledged the issue. Our consultants are working in conjunction with our builder to come up with some alternatives
which we can discuss and agree in consultation with Council. I can’t give you the specifics of when we will agree a scope of
works but I’m hopeful of making some progress over the coming month. I’ll be in contact with your Association when I
something meaningful emerges from the discussions taking place.
Darren McMullen (Jackaroo Property Pty Ltd

Pixie Jenkins
Fiddles in Mango Hill
The

Moreton Celtic Fiddle Club performs regularly in Mango Hill Village
functions and will be playing at the Mango Hill Anzac Centenary Festival on
Anzac Day. In 2014 the Moreton Celtic Fiddle Club gained the PEOPLE’S
CHOICE Award at Urban Country Festival
At their monthly practice session on Friday, 6th March, Band Members had
the rare privilege of learning from the Master Himself when renowned
Fiddler Pixie Jenkins popped in for an impromptu “late night training
session”.
Born Paul Blake Jenkins, Pixie is an amazing entertainer in his own right. He
has his own website and Radio Program as well as being one of John
Williamson’s famed band of Larrikin entertainers as well as playing for many
great performers over a lengthy career. Pixie Jenkins is an Australian fiddle
player, singer, songwriter and entertainer referred to as “an icon of
Australia's country music industry" by the Australian Newspaper. Pixie was
inducted into the Country Hands of Fame in Tamworth in 1992 and won two
Golden Guitar Awards in 1985/1986 as a famed member of “Bullamakanka”.
In a little over half an hour, Pixie fiddled and joked and entertained Band Members and visitors alike and lived up to
well-deserved reputation as a Larrikin and great performer. (It is a pity we could not get him to come back to perform
at the Mango Hill Anzac Centenary Festival.)
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VISIT YOUR REGULAR ANZAC DAY EVENT IN THE MORNING AND ENJOY A FAMILY EVENT
IN THE AFTERNOON/EVENING AT DANZY BUCHANAN PARK
(DISPLAYS/MUSIC FROM THE AGES - KC’s FIREWORKS TO AMAZE YOU)
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MURRUMBA VOTES – A FRIENDLY BOOTH IN MANGO HILL
Chris Whiting Elected to Murrumba

Appreciation for efforts of Reg Gulley

Welcome to New State
Member Chris Whiting who
was elected at the recent State
Elections. Chris is a former
Moreton Bay Councillor. One
of his first duties as State
Member was to attend the
February AGM of the Progress
Association and conduct the Committee’s election.

The Progress Association
acknowledges with appreciation
the efforts of outgoing State
Member, Reg Gulley. Reg was a
very active participant at Mango
Hill Progress Association events and
regularly attended our meetings.
Reg showed a real willingness to
represent this community and was
successful in delivering on a
number of issues brought to him by the Association,
particularly in respect of Anzac Ave improvements. We
wish him well for his future career.

Chris has indicated his desire to visit Mango Hill
regularly and listen to the needs of this community, of
which no doubt we will keep him well appraised and
updated on progress or other?

Mango Hill Polling Booth Continues to Grow
As soon as the Progress Association moved into its newly
arrived Hall in 1987, it campaigned to have it recognized as a
polling booth. Our first event was the Local Government
election of 1990 when almost the entire community of Mango
Hill and Griffin (303) turned up to vote in a very casual
relaxed manner where the longest waiting line barely moved
above 1. Over the past 25 years, despite the amazing growth
in the wider community and more polling booths, voters at
the Mango Hill Community Centre continue to roll up to a
friendly relaxed booth which this past State election saw
1042 electors take the opportunity to have their say. My
thanks go to local residents Ken, Elly and Eddie who along
with our one external but well accepted Colleague, Donna
were a great team on the day.
It was the first election also where our very efficient and
friendly staff also used electronic devices (namely scanner
and computer) to record the attendance of Voters. This
further reduced the chance of holding up Voters from
their extremely busy important priorities back at home.
For the record, the Mango Hill polling booth followed the
same trend as most booths in the Murrmumba electorate.

Donna, Eddie, Ken and Elly

Chris Whiting - ALP (513) – Reg Gulley – LNP (369) – Simone Dejun – Greens (65) - Ray Hutchinson FF (59) with
36 informal.
As always the pre election “Meet the Candidates” night held on 21st January with some 50 residents attending,
was an excellent opportunity to listen to the candidates make their pitch for support. As in past years, all who
attended conducted themseles in an atmosphere of respect for each others position.
In closing, I wish to commend and recognize the efforts of the Volunteers of the various Political Parties who
worked from early morning, all day and in some cases to past counting time as scruitineers. Their commitment to
“their cause” and the manner in which they conducted themsleves and indeed helped eachother is to be
commended. Mango Hill is certainly a friendly place to cast one’s important ballot each time we have that
opportunity.
Laurence Christie (OIC – Mango Hill Polling Booth)
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The

Green Army is a Federal Government initiative to
create jobs and to promote and enhance natural areas.
The Mango Hill Progress Association in conjunction with
the Mango Hill and North Lakes Environment Group
(MHANLEG) completed a proposal to begin works in the
North lakes environmental reserve early this year. The
proposal was endorsed by Federal member Luke Howarth
and approved by the federal environment minister Greg
Hunt.
Works will include weed control, rubbish removal, seed
collection,
native plant
propagation, water testing as well plant and animal surveys. Participants
include school leavers, university graduates, long term unemployed as
well as anyone interested in natural resource management between the
ages of 17-24. The team aims to enhance the North Lakes Reserve’s
environmental assets by reducing weed infestation and planting more
food and habitat trees. They will also gather valuable information to
share with the community and use to create better plans in the future.
The team supervisor will be Mango Hill resident Alex Collins a long time
member of (MHANLEG) and an active member of the Mango Hill Progress
Association. Alex has many years of experience in natural resource
management and would like any ideas or concerns to be forwarded to
him at alexcollins1@live.com.au or via the Mango Hill and North Lakes
Environment Group Facebook page.
So if you see a group in the reserve come say hello

TEAL
FRIDGE
PROJECT

From: Alex Collins
[mailto:alexcollins1@live.com.au]
Sent: Sunday, 15 March 2015 8:11 PM
To: Laurence Christie - Progress Association
Subject: Green Army
Hi Laurence, I would like to inform you of the good
news that I have been successful in being
appointed to the position of Green Army Supervisor
for the North Lakes Reserve project. It’s a great
opportunity to see my project through to the end,
and get paid for it. I definitely could not have done
it without your support or the support of the
Mango Hill Progress Association, so thank you.
Kind regards
Alex Collins
Winifred Street Resident

Affordable
fresh fruit and
vegetable parcels with prices starting at just $10
(with Concession discounts available)
Conventional produce on Monday and
‘Clean’ (a mix of certified organic, chemical free
and clean 15 items) produce on Wednesdays.
Monthly bulk pantry staples co-op.
Collect direct from the Mango Village Community
Centre.
Parcels must be prepaid by the Friday before
collection.
Contact Mel on 0404 854 706 or at
info@tealfridgeproject.com
or find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/tealfridgeproject

Mango Hill Progress Association - Official Address: PO Box 316 KALLANGUR 4503.
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As outlined in Mango Hill News in January, local resident, Vlad Hundric
of Rose St was close to achieving his goal of becoming an Australian
Soldier. It is a credit to him and Partner Trina that on 23rd January, Vlad
Hundric did “March Out” with his Platoon at Kapooka (Wagga Wagga)
with his head held high and his family proudly watching on. But it might
never have been, but for a “throw-a-way” line from Trina herself.

 “I mentioned to him that my friend’s husband had just joined up with
the Navy at the age of 52 and he was loving it. I unknowingly had
ignited a passion that had been dormant within Vlad for decades.
Never in a million years did I think he would do it! However the more
we talked, it was evident he had a passion as it had been his life -long
dream to join the services although he never taken that first big step”,
stated Trina. In the end, despite the time away from family, I had to
go along with it.”
This is Vlad’s Story!
I was born in
Marseilles in France
in March 1965 just after my family fled to that country from the old
“Yugoslavia”. My parents had “fallen out of favour” with the then Tito
leadership who had controlled the then Balkan States (now Bosnia,
Croatia, Montenegro, Slovenia and Serbia) with an iron hand since
World War 2, necessitating a very hasty exit. Some two years later
my parents immigrated to Melbourne.

Proud family members who flew to Wagga
for the Official March Passing Out Parade of
Vlad’s Company in late January.
Partner, Trina with Josh and Katie.

Growing up in Melbourne I completed junior school and
subsequently an apprenticeship in Carpentry. Over the next 20
years I worked in the building industry as a “chippi” before moving to
drive heavy transport rigs around the country. Weekly trips would
include all areas of the eastern seaboard (Melbourne to Brisbane to
Sydney, Brisbane to Melbourne and everywhere in between). Then
there were the long distance trips to Adelaide and across the
Nullabour to Perth, all of which would take me away from family for
days and sometimes weeks at a time. This is not ideal for any family
despite the lure of financial gain.
Some 5 years ago in my mid-forties, I had moved to the Gold Coast
and met up with Trina in late 2010. It was apparent that I had to do
something with my life that would give me and my new family future
stability and peace of mind. When Trina casually mentioned “her
friend joining the Navy in his 50s”, the only logical decision seemed
to be to join the Services (Defence Force). If successful that would
provide stability, but would also demand discipline. It was to be a
great challenge to “measure up” in respect of fitness and other criteria, usually attainable at a much earlier age in life.

TO VLAD HUNDRIC
7TH MARCH
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Camp Kapooka:
(For nearly 100 years, the premier recruit
training venue for the Australian Army)
It was tough journey over 2 years just meeting all of Defence
force recruiting criteria, firstly trying for the RAAF and then
finally enlisting into the Australian Army. I was sent to
Kapooka near Wagga Wagga in southern NSW last
September, an experience that was to consume my life for the next 125 days.

What a 125 days it was. Taking on an Army Recruit Course at the age of 20 is hard enough, but at age 49, that is
TOUGH. There was no allowances for age! You simply had to make it. Army discipline was there to make you or
break you. However, the mate-ship and teamwork of my colleagues in the platoon was on many occasions the only
reason I did make it. The amount of learning, information they “pour” into you for 15-18 hours per day is expected to
be retained.
Listening to my teachers when I was young was not a priority.

However, during this
period, I drew great inspiration from the knowledge of my Instructors, some of whom had
served Australia in theatres of war. They had Courage!
One advantage of being “older” than the average recruit, was that most (not all), did look
up to me, especially as I did completed exactly the same challenges as they did (albeit a
bit slower). I didn't get treated any differently which I was happy about. I also was able
to give some advice on “life skills to my younger colleagues, especially in those tough
times when they were feeling the heat.

FINAL RUN HOME:

The final few weeks were to me the most memorable!
Our Platoon completed “THE CHALLENGE”, an all-day gruelling event testing stamina
fitness and teamwork. This was the day after spending 10 days out in the field living on
ration packs and sleeping in a hole under a hoochie. (personal army tent)

The first phase began with a 6 km pack-march with 30 kg on my back which took 48
min to complete. Then there was the 2.4km “stores carry” which included a loaded
“ammo tin” placed on my pack. Then between the 13 soldiers in my section we shared 4
full jerry cans, 3 ration packs filled with concrete, 5 star pickets and a full roll of razor
wire. (designed to maximise teamwork)

That was but the start of a full day of military action, that would test even an
experienced soldier as they “fought to stay alive” in a sequence of real life training manoeuvres over a 24 hour period.
This tested every ounce of physical and mental toughness that I could muster. “I forgot we were in the middle of
summer, but just getting to the finish line was my goal. When it was done, I was exhausted numb, but overcome with
emotion as I knew I made it.

It was the hardest thing I have ever undertaken in my life. My mates were all proud of me as I was of them.

From that
point on, I was not called a Recruit but a SOLDIER. On 23rd January after a final week of room & uniform inspections
and hours of parade drill practice, it was a very proud moment for me to “march out with my head held very high” with
Trina, Josh and Katie watching me from the side lines.

The Future:

Currently I am in Victoria undertaking the next phase of my training in the area of Logistics and
Stores, which is a vital part of ensuring our soldiers get everything they need to carry out their role.
It is also my sincere hope to obtain a posting that will allow me to spend more time with family. In closing, my
message to my fellow Australians is. “Age is no barrier. Although those 125 days were tough, I have proven that if
you put in the effort, you can achieve your dream. If I can do it, anyone can!
Pte. Vlad Hundric

Editor’s Note:

As a former Reserve soldier myself, I recognize this achievement of Pte Hundric as an amazing feat for
one who is more than twice the age of the average aspiring recruit. The Australian Army has a proud record of turning out the
best trained soldiers who can meet even the most challenging circumstances they are asked to undertake around the world.
Vlad has recently received word that he is to be posted to 1st Combat Service Support Battalion in South Australia. This Unit saw
service on the beaches of Anzac Cove on that fateful morning of 25 April, 1915 and during those gruelling 8 months they had to
defend a thinly manned line on the front losing many lives securing the beaches.
We wish Vlad well for the future, wherever it might take him and the Family!
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(Laurence Christie)

3204-4666

3490 1111

3491 7180
3482 3501
3385-0180

3204 6996

3886 1211
3204-6388
3204-4300
3491 3503
3203-0573

3385 0233

3491 3928

3204 5490
3883 1766
3491 776

3886 5288

3491 7875

3491 8577

3482 2549
3633 0033

3481 2747
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have 4 different
franchise services
- Interior House
cleaning
- Window &
Exterior House
cleaning
- Carpet Cleaning
and Pest control
- Mobile Car
Detailing.

Contact
Deborah Marler

0405 293 827
For Sale by Village Resident

DOGS OFF LEASH
(a community concern)

For Sale Gazel Infinity 1999 13ft. Caravan in
Excellent condition and new tyres.
For further information
PH. Bill Jorgensen

32031028

No one wants any animal hurt be it a domestic or
one of our wonderful wildlife (Kangaroo or Koala).

Mango Hill.

A dog similar to this fellow is being allowed to
run loose in the Village. If seen, then Council
will act and or be called to “fetch him”.
Please restrain and or take out on Leash. We
don’t want to see anyone hurt.

$14,500.(neg)
Progresss Association Management
Committee

Mango Hill Tennis Court
$3 per hr Day
& Lights $6.00

& Basket Ball
Court at night
Contact Lyn 3203-3121
Or
0402 435 450

President

Laurence Christie

3204-2020

Senior Vice
President
Junior Vice
President
Secretary

Ken Hatchman

3203-1866

John Machin

3204-8710

Mark Kelly

3886-3446

Treasurer
Committee
Members

Lyn Kubler
Christine Emmett

3203-3121
3204-0090

Janice Owen
Dave Norman
Paul Teasdale

3137-0402
0424 957113
3204-0606
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